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1
APPARATUS FOR PROVIDING A SECURE
CONNECTION BETWEEN DIFFERENT
DEVICES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to an apparatus having
first and second securing members, and a connecting member
extending therebetween, for holding and gripping at least two
devices together, such as, but not limited to, plugs, cords,
extension cords, power strips, or the like.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The popularity of using electrical and/or electronic
devices, such as televisions, toasters, media players, phones,
computers, cotfee machines, etc., has increased over time. As
the popularity of such electrical and/or electronic devices has
grown and increases to grow, challenges related to the use of
such devices have emerged.

Electrical devices typically are connected to, or are con-
nectable to, some type of power cord and/or electrical plug to
function properly, e.g., for recharging a battery of the device,
to provide a constant supply of power, etc. Power cord(s)
and/or electrical plug(s) of an associated electrical device
usually connect to other power cords, plugs, power strips, or
the like to provide electrical energy to the associated device.
A power cord may include a plug that mates with a corre-
sponding plug and/or electrical socket of another cord, exten-
sion cord, power strip, etc. to provide the electrical energy
needed to power any associated device.

Devices that typically employ a plug, a power cord, or a
power cord with an associated plug, have no way of securing
and maintaining the connection between the first cord and/or
plug and a second corresponding electrical plug and/or cord.
As such, when environmental forces act upon one or more
traditional devices, the cord and plug of the one or more
traditional devices are susceptible to disconnection from the
second corresponding plug, cord, power strip, etc. For
example, when a user of a television moves a piece of furni-
ture, on which the television rests, away from an electrical
socket (e.g., to clean behind the furniture, redesign the layout
of'the room, etc.), the cord and/or plug of the television may
become disconnected from a power strip connected to the
socket, an extension cord connected to the cord of the televi-
sion, etc. Typically a cord has a plug which attaches to another
plug of another cord.

Forces acting on the plugs/cords can not only disconnect
the plugs/cords, but can also damage or destroy the structural
and electrical connection between the plugs and their respec-
tive cords. For example, if a user pulls on a cord with a
predetermined force, the user may accidentally break the cord
from the plug, thereby rendering the cord inoperable without
repairing the connection between the cord and its plug. Alter-
natively or additionally, the damaged cord and/or plug may
leave electrical wires exposed, which could harm the user or
another near the device.

One of the ways users have previously attempted to prevent
such disconnection was to tie a knot at the end of a cable (e.g.,
near the plug of the cable) with another cable and plug. For
example, contractors may employ various types of cables
running through a building, and may tie a knot with such
cables together to avoid disconnection due to various work-
place conditions (e.g., a worker kicks the cables, construction
material pushes/knocks into the cables, cables extend verti-
cally to different floors/ceilings, etc.). However, such knots
damage the device, e.g., cables, cords, plugs, etc. because the
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device bends in a way that is unintended for use of the device
when manufactured. Indeed, the knotting of the device leaves
the device susceptible to unintended forces acting thereon,
which may lead to the aforementioned risks of exposed wires
and electrical shock. As such, there is a need in the art to
prevent disconnection, inoperability, and other harmful
aspects of electrical devices.

Many other times, to prevent the aforementioned discon-
nection, inoperability, or other harmful aspects of electrical
devices, users may employ, or makers of the devices may
install, longer cords to compensate and account for any forces
that may pull on the cords, plugs, etc. Even though additional
cord length may reduce some problems associated with elec-
trical cords/plugs, this solution does not prevent all occur-
rences. Additionally, merely increasing cord length can result
in inefficiencies, such as increased cost, inefficient use of
space, or the like, during manufacture, installation, and/or
operation. This can also result in discomfort for the user (e.g.,
due to cables under a computer desk occupying foot space), or
can simply result in an unappealing aesthetic in a living space
(e.g., too many cables/cords sticking out from behind the
television stand, too much space occupied, cables/cords of
different sizes, etc.) Providing ergonomic characteristics,
such as increased space availability, fewer movements for
moving, connecting, disconnecting cords/plugs, etc., are
important for effective and comfortable user interaction.

Thus, it would therefore be desirable to provide an appa-
ratus that preserves the connection between an electrical cord,
plug, power strip, etc. There is also a need in the art to
preserve the connection such that the cord, plug, power strip,
etc. does not become inoperable or an electric shock risk is not
created (e.g., due to an exposed wire resulting from damage to
the cord, plug, etc.).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with one or more embodiments of the
present invention, an apparatus for securing a connection
between two devices is provided with first and second mem-
bers for securing at least one respective device, such as a
power cord, plug, cable, power strip, coaxial cable, hose(s),
tube(s), etc., and a member for connecting the first securing
member to the second securing member. The apparatus is
used to preserve the connection between at least two devices
by gripping and securing the devices, such as, but not limited
to, an electrical cord, plug, power strip, etc. Such preservation
avoids inoperability of, or an electric shock risk (e.g., due to
an exposed wire(s), broken plug-cord connection, etc.) of, the
at least two devices. The present invention of the instant
application allows for cost reduction associated with employ-
ing long wires, cables, plugs, cords, etc., and provides for
efficient use of space (e.g., because less overall cord, wire,
plug length is needed for making the connection).

In accordance with one or more embodiments of the
present invention, an apparatus for holding at least two
devices together, the apparatus includes: a first securing
member including an elongate member having first and sec-
ond ends, the elongate member having a length between said
first and second ends sufficient to wrap around one of the at
least two devices, and the first end of the first securing mem-
ber having securing means that operates to connect the first
end to the second end; a second securing member operating to
receive at least one other of the at least two devices, the
second securing member having at least two substantially
linearly aligned receptacles, each receptacle operating to
receive the at least one other of the at least two devices; and a
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connecting member coupled to, and extending from, said first
securing member to said second securing member.

The second securing member may include a base having
first and second ends; and a pair of first and second fingers,
each having first and second ends, the first and second fingers
being connected to the base at first ends thereof and extending
away from the base, wherein the at least two substantially
linearly aligned receptacles are located therebetween. The
base and the pair of fingers may be integral.

The first and second fingers may be opposed to, spaced
apart from, and springingly biased toward, one another. An
edge of each finger facing the other finger may be an inner
edge. The inner edges of the first and second fingers may
include at least two adjacent arch portions that define corre-
sponding first and second portions of the at least two substan-
tially linearly aligned receptacles. A second end of each of the
fingers may be movable against a force of the spring bias of
each of the fingers. Each of the fingers may have a respective
cantilevered attachment to the base, thereby forming a spring
loaded grip that operates to hold the at least one other of the at
least two devices therebetween.

The base may include two levers, each lever extending
from the first and the second ends of the base away from each
other, such that the fingers operate to be opened and/or moved
away from each other when the two levers are both pulled
away from the fingers; and the fingers may operate to: (i)
substantially return to their original configuration and/or a
rest position when the two levers are released and/or substan-
tially return to their original configuration and/or rest posi-
tions and when the at least one other of the at least two devices
fits within, and/or is removed from, one of the at least two
substantially linearly aligned receptacles; and (ii) substan-
tially grip, and clamp, the at least one other of the at least two
devices when the at least one other of the at least two devices
has a diameter that is substantially the same or larger than a
diameter of the one of the at least two substantially linearly
aligned receptacles.

The first and second portions of the at least two receptacles
may be sized and shaped to receive, and to grip, at least one
portion of the at least one other of the at least two devices
between at least one of: the first and the second portions of a
first of the at least two substantially linearly aligned recep-
tacles; and the first and the second portions of a second of the
atleast two substantially linearly aligned receptacles. A diam-
eter of the at least two substantially linearly aligned recep-
tacles may be at least: about 2 mm-about 12 mm; about 4
mm-about 10 mm; and about 7.5 mm-about 9 mm.

The inner edge of each finger may include at least three
adjacent arch portions that define corresponding first and
second portions of at least three substantially linearly aligned
receptacles. The adjacent arch portions may be concave. The
first and the second of the at least two substantially linearly
aligned receptacles may be at least one of: co-planar; spaced
apart by a predetermined distance; and include a notch sepa-
rating each pair of the at least two substantially linearly
aligned receptacles. The first and second portions of the at
least three receptacles may be sized and shaped to receive,
and to grip, at least one portion of the at least one other of the
at least two devices between at least one of: the first and the
second portions of a first of the at least two substantially
linearly aligned receptacles; the first and the second portions
of a second of the at least two substantially linearly aligned
receptacles; and the first and the second portions of a third of
the at least two substantially linearly aligned receptacles. The
first, the second, and the third of the at least two substantially
linearly aligned receptacles may be at least one of: co-planar;
spaced apart by a predetermined distance; and include anotch
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separating each pair of the at least two substantially linearly
aligned receptacles. The at least one portion of the at least one
other of the at least two devices may have substantially the
same or a larger diameter than a diameter of the receptacle,
when in a rest position, in which it is held.

The securing means may operate to releasably close the
first securing member around an outer surface of the one of
the at least two devices.

The connecting member may include at least one of: an
adjustment element that operates to increase and/or decrease
a length thereof such that the first securing member and the
second securing member can be located at a predetermined
position on the one and the atleast one other of the at least two
devices, respectively; and stretchable, flexible, and/or elastic
material.

The apparatus may be at least one of: transparent, semi-
transparent and opaque. The first securing member, the sec-
ond securing member, and/or the connecting member may
include at least one of: clear plastic, polyurethane polymer,
textile material, polymer, thermoplastic polyurethane poly-
mer, cloth fabric, vinyl, leather, suede, synthetics, and sub-
stantially resilient material.

The present invention of the instant application allows for
the first time the secure and consistent attachment of one
device, such as, but not limited to, a plug, cord, extension
cord, etc. to another device, such as, but not limited to, a plug,
cord, extension cord, etc.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For the purposes of illustrating the various aspects of the
invention, wherein like numerals indicate like elements, there
are shown in the drawings simplified forms that may be
employed, it being understood, however, that the invention is
not limited by or to the precise arrangements and instrumen-
talities shown, but rather only by the claims. To assist those of
ordinary skill in the relevant art in making and using the
subject matter hereof, reference is made to the appended
drawings and figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an apparatus for providing
a secure connection between two devices in accordance with
at least one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the apparatus of FIG. 1 after
securing two devices (indicated with dashed lines) in the first
and second securing members in accordance with at least one
embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 3A-3B are perspective views illustrating two
devices being connected and secured in the apparatus of FIG.
1 in accordance with at least one embodiment of the present
invention.

FIGS. 4a-4c¢ are perspective views of at least one device of
a predetermined size being secured in one of the receptacles
of the second securing member in accordance with at least
one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the apparatus of FIG. 1
illustrating the removal of the two devices therefrom in accor-
dance with at least one embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT
INVENTION

An apparatus including convenient securing members and
connecting member extending therebetween is disclosed
herein for securing a connection between two devices.
Devices that may be placed within the apparatus by a user
include, but are not limited to, an electrical cord, plug, power
strip, etc. The apparatus may be employed in automobiles,
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living environments such as homes and apartments, work
environments such as offices, public spaces such as local
parks, or the like. In particular, the present invention relates to
an apparatus that preserves a connection between one or more
electrical cords, plugs, power strips, etc.

Turning now to the details of the drawings, FIG. 1 illus-
trates an apparatus 10 including a first securing member 2
comprising an elongate member 3 having first and second
ends 4 and 5; a second securing member 6 having at least two
substantially linearly aligned receptacles 7a, 7b, and 7¢, each
receptacle operating to receive the at least one other of the at
least two devices; and a connecting member 19 coupled to,
and extending from, the first securing member 2 to the second
securing member 6. As best seen in FIGS. 2 and 3B, the
elongate member 3 of the first securing member 2 operates to
secure a device 20 therein, and the second securing member 6
operates to receive and secure at least one other device 25 of
the at least two devices 20 and 25 therein. Preferably, the
elongate member has a length between the first end 4 and the
second end 5 sufficient to wrap around one device 20 of at
least two devices 20 and 25. Each receptacle 7a, 7b, 7c of the
second securing member 6 may be used to receive and secure
the at least one other device 25 of the at least two devices 20
and 25. The apparatus 10 may be integrated with one of the at
least two devices 20 and 25. Preferably, the apparatus 10 is
releasably connected to the one or more devices 20 and 25 (as
illustrated in FIGS. 2-5; shown in dashed lines in FIG. 2).

The at least two devices 20 and 25 include, but are not
limited to, an electrical cord, plug, power strip, etc. At least
one portion of the at least one other device 25 of the at least
two devices 20 and 25 may have substantially the same or a
larger diameter than a diameter of the receptacle 7a, 75, 7c,
when in a rest position, in which the device 25 is held. How-
ever, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the device 25
may be gripped or secured in a receptacle 7a, 7, 7¢ even
when the diameter of the at least one portion of the device 25
is smaller than the diameter of the receptacle 7a, 7b, 7¢ in
which it is located (e.g., when an opening of a receptacle 7a,
7b, 7c is smaller than a diameter or thickness/width of the
device 25).

Asbestseen in FIG. 1, at least the first end 4 of the elongate
member 3 of the first securing member 2 includes a securing
means 12a for connecting the first end 4 to the second end 5.
In at least one embodiment, the first and second ends 4 and 5
of the elongate member 3 include respective securing means
12a and 1254 disposed thereon. Preferably, the securing means
12a of'the first end 4 operates to connect the first end 4 to the
other securing means 125 disposed on the second end 5. The
securing means 12a, 126 may operate to releasably close the
first securing member 2 around an outer surface 20a of the
one device 20 of the at least two devices 20 and 25. The
securing means 12a and 126 may include, but is not limited
1o, a latch-catch arrangement, a button-groove configuration,
an adjustable band (e.g., a cinch buckle, an adjustor, or the
like for sliding a device therethrough and reducing the size of
the band to secure the device), a clasp, a closure buckle, a clip,
a fastener, a Velcro arrangement, etc. For example, a user of
the apparatus 10 may wrap the elongate member 3 around a
first device 20 and secure the device 20 in the elongate mem-
ber 3 by releasably connecting a Velcro piece 12a on the first
end 4 to another Velcro piece 1256 on the second end 5.

The second securing member 6 may further include a base
8 and two fingers 13 and 15 connected to, and extending away
from, the base 8. The base 8 and/or the first and second fingers
13 and 15 of the second securing member 6 may act to create
a “gripping” or “clamping” feature for securing the other
device 25. Preferably, the fingers 13 and 15 each have a

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

respective cantilevered attachment to the base 8, thereby
forming a spring loaded grip that operates to hold the at least
one other device 25 of the at least two devices 20 and 25
therebetween. The base 8 of the second securing member 6
may include first and second ends 9 and 11, and the first and
second fingers 13 and 15 of the second securing member 6
may each include a first 21, 23 end and a second end 22, 24,
respectively. The first ends 21 and 23 of the first and second
fingers 13 and 15 may be connected to the base 8 (e.g., end 21
may be connected to end 9 and end 23 may be connected to
end 11). The first and second fingers 13 and 15 may be
opposed to, spaced apart from, and springingly biased
toward, one another. The second ends 22 and 24 of each of the
fingers 13 and 15, respectively, may be movable against a
force of the spring bias of each of the fingers 13 and 15. For
example (as illustrated in FIGS. 3A-3B), a user may connect
a device 20 (e.g., a plug and corresponding cable) to another
device 25 (e.g., another plug and corresponding cable) and
place the device 25 in between fingers 13 and 15. When
inserting the device 25 in between the fingers 13 and 15, the
placement pushes the ends 22 and 24 of the fingers 13 and 15,
respectively, outwards to fit the device 25 therebetween. Dur-
ing and after insertion of the device 25, the fingers 13 and 15
operate to springingly bias toward each other to grip, hold,
secure, etc. the device 25 in between the fingers 13 and 15
(e.g., in receptacle 7b as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3B). The base
8 and the pair of fingers 13 and 15 may be integral or releas-
ably connected components of the second securing member
6.

The at least two substantially linearly aligned receptacles
7a, 7b, and 7c¢ of the second securing member 6 may be
positioned in between the first and second fingers 13 and 15 of
the second securing member 6, and may be sized and shaped
to receive and grip a particular shape of the at least one device
25. Each of the fingers 13 and 15 may include a portion of the
at least two substantially linearly aligned receptacles 7a, 75,
and 7c. In atleast one embodiment, the fingers 13 and 15 may
each include an inner edge 174, 17b, and 17¢ that faces the
corresponding inner edge 18a, 18b, and 18¢ of the other
finger. The inner edges 17a, 17b, 17¢ of the first finger 13 and
the inner edges 184, 185, and 18¢ of the second finger 15 may
define the size and shape of one or more portions of the
receptacles 7a, 7b, and 7c. For example, the inner edges
17a-17¢ and 18a-18¢ may be sized and shaped to include at
least two adjacent arch portions (as illustrated in FIGS. 1-5)
that define corresponding first and second portions of the at
least two substantially linearly aligned receptacles 7a, 7, and
7c. The adjacent arch portions may be concave. The first and
second portions (e.g., the surface area/volume defined by
inner edge 17a and the surface area/volume defined by inner
edge 18a, respectively, may define receptacle 7a; the surface
area/volume defined by inner edge 175 and the surface area/
volume defined by inner edge 185, respectively, may define
receptacle 7b; the surface area/volume defined by inner edge
17¢ and the surface area/volume defined by inner edge 18c,
respectively, may define receptacle 7¢; etc.) of the at least two
receptacles 7a, 7b, 7c may be sized and shaped to receive, and
to grip, at least one portion of the at least one other device 25
ofthe atleast two devices 20 and 25. Thus, the other device 25
may be inserted, and gripped, between at least one of: the first
and the second portions (e.g., inner edges 17a and 18a) of a
first receptacle 7a of the at least two substantially linearly
aligned receptacles 7a and 75b; and the first and the second
portions (e.g., inner edges 176 and 18b) of a second recep-
tacle 7b of the at least two substantially linearly aligned
receptacles 7a and 7b. The first and second receptacles 7a and
7b may be at least one of: co-planar; spaced apart by a pre-
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determined distance; and include a notch (e.g., notches 35a,
35b, 33a, 335 as illustrated in FIG. 3A) separating each pair
of'the at least two substantially linearly aligned receptacles 7a
and 7b. A diameter of the at least two substantially linearly
aligned receptacles may be at least: about 2 mm-about 12
mm; about 4 mm-about 10 mm; and about 7.5 mm-about 9
mm.

The at least two substantially linearly aligned receptacles
may include a third substantially linearly aligned receptacle
7c. The receptacle 7¢ may include similar characteristics as
those of the aforementioned receptacles 7a and 7b. The inner
edges 17¢ and 18¢ of each finger 13 and 15, respectively, may
define a third pair of adjacent arch portions that define corre-
sponding first and second portions of the third receptacle 7c.
Additionally or alternatively, the first and second portions
(e.g., inner edges 17¢ and 18¢, surface area/volume defined
by inner edges 17¢ and 18c¢, etc.) of the third receptacle 7¢
may be sized, shaped, and/or located to receive, and to grip, at
least one portion of the at least one other device 25 of the at
least two devices 20 and 25 therebetween. The third recep-
tacle 7¢ may be at least one of: co-planar with the first and
second receptacles 7a and 7b; spaced apart from the other
receptacles 7a and 76 by a predetermined distance; and
include a notch (e.g., notches 354, 356,33a, 335 as illustrated
in FIG. 3A) separating each pair of the at least two substan-
tially linearly aligned receptacles 7a, 7b, and 7c. Those
skilled in the art will appreciate that the size, shape, and
location of the inner edges 17a-17¢ and 18a-18c¢, and thus the
corresponding first and second portions of the aligned recep-
tacles 7a, 7, and 7¢, may be modified to grip devices with
different sizes, shapes, and/or locations. For example, as best
seen in FIGS. 4a-4¢, receptacle 7c¢ may be sized and shaped to
receive and grip the smaller device 25¢, receptacle 76 may be
sized and shaped to receive a medium-sized device 255, and
receptacle 7a may be sized and shaped to receive the larger
device 254 of the three devices 25a, 25b, and 25¢. The devices
25a, 25b, and 25¢ may vary in size, shape, diameter, etc.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1-5, the base 8 may further include
two levers 28 and 29, each lever 28 and 29 extending from the
first and the second ends 8 and 9 of the base 8, respectively,
such that the fingers 13 and 15 operate to be opened (e.g.,
moved away from each other, end 22 of finger 13 may be
moved away from end 25 of finger 15, etc.) when the two
levers 28 and 29 are both pulled away from the fingers 13 and
15 (e.g., towards the opposite side of the base 8, away from
the side of the base 8 on which the fingers 13 and 15 are
disposed, towards thumb 53 as illustrated in FIG. 5, in the
substantial direction of axis, Lo, as illustrated in FIG. 5, etc.).
The levers 28 and 29 may extend substantially away from
each other (e.g., in substantially opposite directions). For
example, as best seen in FIG. 5, a user may position each of
fingers 51 and on the levers 28 and 29 to begin the process of
inserting/removing the device 25 from one of the receptacles
7a, 7b, and 7c¢ of the apparatus 10. After positioning the
fingers 51 and 52, the user may squeeze the levers 28 and 29
to pull the levers 28 and 29 away from the fingers 13 and 15
(e.g., towards the opposite side of base 8, towards thumb 53 as
shown in FIG. 5, etc.). The force created by the user pulls the
fingers 13 and 15 away from each other such that the user may
insert or remove the device 25 into one of the receptacles 7a,
7b, and 7¢ of the apparatus 10. Once the user has successfully
inserted or removed the device 25, the user may stop pulling
on the levers 28 and 29, thereby removing the force pulling
the fingers 13 and 15 away from each other. The fingers 13 and
15 may operate to at least one of: (i) substantially return to
their original configuration and/or a rest position when the
two levers 28 and are released and/or substantially return to
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their original configuration and/or rest positions and when the
at least one other device 25 of the at least two devices 20 and
25 fits within, and/or is removed from, one of the at least two
substantially linearly aligned receptacles 7a, 7b, and 7¢; and
(ii) substantially grip, and clamp, the at least one other device
25 of the at least two devices 20 and 25 when the at least one
other device 25 of the at least two devices 20 and 25 has a
diameter that is substantially the same size or larger than a
diameter of the one of the at least two substantially linearly
aligned receptacles 7a, 7b, and 7c¢. In at least one embodi-
ment, the fingers 13 and 15 may secure the device 25 even
when the diameter of the device 25 is smaller than the diam-
eter of the one of the at least two substantially linearly aligned
receptacles 7a, 7b, and 7¢. Those skilled in the art will appre-
ciate that the structure and orientation of the levers 28 and 29
with respect to each other and to the fingers 13 and 15 may be
modified in various ways while having the same effect on the
fingers 13 and 15.

The connecting member 19 may include an adjustment
element that operates to increase and/or decrease a length
thereof such that the first securing member 2 and the second
securing member 6 may be located at a predetermined posi-
tion on the one device 20 and the at least one other device 25
of the at least two devices 20 and 25, respectively. The con-
necting member 19 may further include, but is not limited to,
stretchable, flexible, elastic material, etc. The adjustment ele-
ment may include, but is not limited to, an adjustable band, a
cinch buckle, an adjustor, etc.

In accordance with one or more embodiments of the
present invention, one or more components (e.g., the first
securing member 2, the second securing member 6, the con-
necting member 19, etc.) of the apparatus 10 may include at
least one of: colors, patterns, designs, attachments, text, tex-
tures, finishes, graphical designs, different widths, different
lengths, attached embellishments, appliqués, etc. For
example, a user may select an apparatus 10 with a particular
design or aesthetic in order to blend in with an environment or
with device(s) oftheuser’s choice. In at least another embodi-
ment, one or more components of the apparatus 10 may be at
least one of: transparent, semi-transparent and opaque.

The first securing member 2, the second securing member
6, and the connecting member 19 of the apparatus 10 may
employ less expensive, fewer, or lightweight components,
such as for, but not limited to, clear plastic, polyurethane
polymer, textile material, polymer, thermoplastic polyure-
thane polymer, cloth fabric, vinyl, leather, suede, synthetics,
substantially resilient material, etc.

Although the invention herein has been described with
reference to particular embodiments, it is to be understood
that these embodiments are merely illustrative of the prin-
ciples and applications of the present invention. It is therefore
to be understood that numerous modifications may be made
to the illustrative embodiments and that other arrangements
may be devised without departing from the spirit and scope of
the present invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. An apparatus for holding at least two devices together,
the apparatus comprising:

a first securing member comprising an elongate member
having first and second ends, the elongate member hav-
ing a length between said first and second ends sufficient
to wrap around one of the at least two devices, and the
first end of the first securing member having securing
means that operates to connect the first end to the second
end;

a second securing member operating to receive at least one
other of the at least two devices, the second securing
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member having at least two substantially linearly
aligned receptacles, each receptacle operating to receive
the at least one other of the at least two devices; and

a connecting member coupled to, and extending from, said

first securing member to said second securing member;
wherein the second securing member further comprises:

a base having first and second ends; and

a pair of first and second fingers, each having first and

second ends, the first and second fingers being con-
nected to the base at the first ends thereof and extending
away from the base, wherein the at least two substan-
tially linearly aligned receptacles are located therebe-
tween.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the base and the pair
of fingers are integral.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the first and second fingers are opposed to, spaced apart

from, and springingly biased toward, one another;

an edge of each finger facing the other finger is an inner

edge; and

the inner edges of the first and second fingers include at

least two adjacent arch portions that define correspond-
ing first and second portions of the at least two substan-
tially linearly aligned receptacles.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein a second end of each
of' the fingers is movable against a force of the spring bias of
each of the fingers.

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the fingers each have
a respective cantilevered attachment to the base, thereby
forming a spring loaded grip that operates to hold the at least
one other of the at least two devices therebetween.

6. The apparatus according to claim 5, wherein:

the base includes two levers, each lever extending from the

first and the second ends of the base away from each
other, such that the fingers operate to be at least one of
opened and moved away from each other when the two
levers are both pulled away from the fingers; and

the fingers operate to: (i) substantially return to at least one

of their original configuration and a rest position when
the two levers at least one of are released and substan-
tially return to at least one of their original configuration
and rest positions and when the at least one other of the
at least two devices at least one of fits within and is
removed from one of the at least two substantially lin-
early aligned receptacles; and (ii) substantially grip, and
clamp, the at least one other of the at least two devices
when the at least one other of the at least two devices has
a diameter that is substantially the same size or larger
than a diameter of the one of the at least two substantially
linearly aligned receptacles.

7. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the first and second
portions of the at least two receptacles are sized and shaped to
receive, and to grip, at least one portion of the at least one
other of the at least two devices between at least one of:

the first and the second portions of a first of the at least two

substantially linearly aligned receptacles; and

the first and the second portions of a second of the at least

two substantially linearly aligned receptacles.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the adjacent arch
portions are concave.

9. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the first and the
second of the at least two substantially linearly aligned recep-
tacles are at least one of:

co-planar;
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spaced apart by a predetermined distance; and

include a notch separating each pair of the at least two

substantially linearly aligned receptacles.

10. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the at least one
portion of the at least one other of the at least two devices has
substantially the same or a larger diameter than a diameter of
the receptacle, when in a rest position, in which it is held.

11. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the inner edge of
each finger includes at least three adjacent arch portions that
define corresponding first and second portions of at least three
substantially linearly aligned receptacles.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the first and second
portions of the at least three receptacles are sized and shaped
to receive, and to grip, at least one portion of the at least one
other of the at least two devices between at least one of:

the first and the second portions of a first of the at least two

substantially linearly aligned receptacles;

the first and the second portions of a second of the at least

two substantially linearly aligned receptacles; and

the first and the second portions of a third of the at least two

substantially linearly aligned receptacles.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the adjacent arch
portions are concave.

14. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the first, the second,
and the third of the at least two substantially linearly aligned
receptacles are at least one of:

co-planar;

spaced apart by a predetermined distance; and

include a notch separating each pair of the at least two

substantially linearly aligned receptacles.

15. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the at least one
portion of the at least one other of the at least two devices has
substantially the same or a larger diameter than a diameter of
the receptacle, when in a rest position, in which it is held.

16. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the securing means
operates to releasably close the first securing member around
an outer surface of the one of the at least two devices.

17.The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the connecting mem-
ber comprises at least one of:

an adjustment element that operates to at least one of

increase and decrease a length thereof such that the first
securing member and the second securing member can
be located at a predetermined position on the one and the
at least one other of the at least two devices, respectively;
and

at least one of stretchable material, flexible material, and

elastic material.

18. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein at least one of:

at least one of the first securing member, the second secur-

ing member, and the connecting member of the appara-
tus are at least one of: transparent, semi-transparent and
opaque; and

at least one of the first securing member, the second secur-

ing member, and the connecting member comprise at
least one of: clear plastic, polyurethane polymer, textile
material, polymer, thermoplastic polyurethane polymer,
cloth fabric, vinyl, leather, suede, synthetics, and sub-
stantially resilient material.

19. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a diameter of the at
least two substantially linearly aligned receptacles is at least:
about 2 mm-about 12 mm; about 4 mm-about 10 mm; and
about 7.5 mm-about 9 mm.



